MONTANA LEGISLATIVE CENTER
INDEXED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS — AUGUST 2004

BUDGET--MONTANA TAX REVENUES

"OIL PRICES, FEDERAL TAX CUTS INFLATE STATE SURPLUS: BUDGET YEAR CLOSES
WITH $70 MILLION MORE THAN FORECAST"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 11

BUDGET--MONTANA WEED CONTROL

"STATE, COUNTY CAN'T AGREE ON WEED CONTROL CONTRACT"; BOZEMAN DAILY
CHRONICLE; 2004 AUG 5

CAMPAIGN FINANCE--MONTANA FREEDOM OF

PRESS AND SPEECH

"CAMPUS SPENDING LIMITS BACKED"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 24

CHILD SERVICES PUBLIC DEFENDERS
"LAWMAKERS NIX PROBE OF CHILD CASES"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 AUG 11

"PANEL REJECTS CALL TO REVISIT CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES CASES"; MISSOULIAN;
2004 AUG 10

CHIP HEALTH INSURANCE--MONTANA

"STATE TAKES FIRM STAND AMID CHIP NEGOTIATION"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004
AUG 9

CONSERVATION LAND USE
"PROPOSED LAND SWAP AFFECTS DELMOE, NORTH OF WALKERVILLE"; MONTANA
STANDARD; 2004 AUG 25

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS
"OPEN SPACE: POPULARITY OF PROGRAM AMAZES EVEN ADVOCATES"; BOZEMAN
DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 AUG 29

CONSTITUTIONS--STATE--MONTANA

REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE

"DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE TO BE DECIDED IN NOVEMER"; BOZEMAN DAILY
CHRONICLE; 2004 AUG 8

COURTS SENTENCING GUIDELINES

"FEDERAL COURTS, OFFICIALS REELING: SUPREME COURT DECISION SENDS LEGAL
TENTACLES STRETCHING ACROSS COUNTRY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 30
COURTS--JURISDICTION SENTENCING

GUIDELINES

"MORE HIGH-PROFILE CASES BUMPED TO FEDERAL COURT"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004
AUG 9

"MARTZ URGES ACTION AGAINST METH BOOM"; BILLINGS GAZETTE, 2004 AUG 26
"PANEL WANTS STATEWIDE DRUG CZAR"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 28

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLITICAL
PARTIES

"MONTANA VALUES' WILL BE GOP'S PRIORITY DURING 2005 LEGISLATURE";
INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 AUG 13



EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA SCHOOLS
"COMMISSION URGES SPENDING $11M ON FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN"; BILLINGS
GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 19

EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CLOSURES

"ENROLLMENT DECLINES LEAD TO TALK OF SCHOOL CLOSURE"; ANACONDA LEADER;
2004 AUG 18

EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA SCHOOLS

"PANEL URGES FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN: PLAN WOULD ADD $11 MILLION TO
EDUCATION BUDGET, ACCORDING TO STATE OPI SPOKESMAN"; INDEPENDENT RECORD;
2004 AUG 19

EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA RURAL

SCHOOLS

"RURAL SCHOOLS FEELING PINCH"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 26

EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA SCHOOLS
"SCHOOL BOARD LOOKS AT TIGHTER BUDGET"; SHERIDAN COUNTY NEWS; 2004 AUG 18

EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA
"SCHOOLS SEEK COURT ACTION: COALITION WANTS HIGH COURT TO CALCULATE
FUNDING FIGURE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 31

EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA
"STATE MAY OFFER THE KEY TO MEETING COSTS OF EDUCATION"; MOUNTAINEER; 2004
AUG 11

"TRUSTEES TO NAIL DOWN BUDGET: PROPERTY OWNERS TO GET BREAK ON LEVY,
OFFICIAL SAYS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 8

"WHAT'S THE LINK BETWEEN SPENDING, LEARNING? LIVINGSTON ENTERPRISE; 2004
AUG 9

EDUCATIONAL REFORM

"STUDY: MONTANA LAGGING IN REFORM: STATE IMPROVING BUT STILL FAILSTO
MEET SCHOOL INITIATIVES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 6

ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION

"COAL PLANT BACKERS: POWER LINE PROBLEM SOLVED NELSON CREEK PROPOSAL",
BILLINGS GAZETTE, 2004 AUG 10

HIGHWAYS

"HIGHWAY BILL CONFEREES NEARING FINAL FUNDING FIGURE"; FALLON COUNTY
TIMES; 2004 AUG 6

"HIGHWAY BILL CONFEREES NEARING FINAL FUNDING FIGURE"; EKALAKA EAGLE; 2004
AUG 6

HOUSING--MONTANA
"MARTZ, SENATORS OPPOSE SECTION 8 CUTS: GOVERNOR SAYS 400 NEEDY
MONTANANS WILL LOSE HOUSING SUBSIDIES"; BILLINGS GAZETTE, 2004 AUG 17



HUNTING FISHING
"DEFICIT PROMPTS FWP TO ASK FOR FEE INCREASES"; BUTTE WEEKLY; 2004 AUG 25

"FISH, WILDLIFE & PARK PROPOSES FEE INCREASES FOR RESIDENT HUNTERS AND
ANGLERS"; BIG SKY WEEKLY:; 2004 AUG 20

"PLAN WOULD BOOST GAME LICENSE FEES MONTANA FEE INCREASE PROPOSALS",
BILLINGS GAZETTE, 2004 AUG 18

"STATE WANTS TO RAISE HUNTING, FISHING FEES"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 AUG 18

INDIAN AFFAIRS--EDUCATION
"PANEL BACKS INDIAN EDUCATION PLAN"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 17

"SCHOOL PANEL VOTES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF INDIAN ACT"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 AUG
17

INDIAN AFFAIRS--HEALTH

"TRIBAL CONFERENCE: INDIAN HEALTH CARE FUNDS SHORT: FEDERAL OFFICIAL
URGES GREATER EFFICIENCY FROM EXISTING PROGRAMS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004
AUG 25

INDIAN AFFAIRS--SOCIAL PROBLEMS AND
SERVICES HOUSING--MONTANA
"UNUSED FUNDS FOR INDIAN HOUSING THREATENED"; WOTANIN WOWAPI; 2004 AUG 5

JAILS
"COUNTY OFFICIAL SAYS LEASED JAIL MORE EXPENSIVE OPTION"; BOZEMAN DAILY
CHRONICLE; 2004 AUG 15

JAILS PRISONERS
"CUT BANK FEMALE PRISONERS TO MOVE: PONDERA COUNTY JAIL TO TAKE
OVERFLOW OF PRISONERS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 11

JAILS
"JAIL POPULATION NUMBERS UP AGAIN"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 AUG 6

LABOR LAW

"CHANGING OVERTIME RULES: CONFUSION CERTAIN AS NEW 'FAIR PAY' REGULATIONS
BEGIN AUG. 23 THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT OVERTIME EXEMPTIONS"; GREAT
FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 15

"CONTROVERSIAL RULES ON OVERTIME PAY TAKING EFFECT TODAY: OPPONENTS SAY
6 MILLION WORKERS WILL LOSE BENEFITS"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 AUG 23

"NEW FEDERAL OVERTIME REGS GO INTO EFFECT"; WESTERN NEWS; 2004 AUG 25

LABOR LAWS

"NEW FEDERAL OVERTIME RULES MAY IMPACT SOME MONTANA BUSINESSES";
MINERAL INDEPENDENT; 2004 AUG 18

"NEW OVERTIME RULES TAKE EFFECT AUG. 23"; HERALD NEWS; 2004 AUG 19

"NEW OVERTIME RULES TAKE EFFECT IN AUGUST"; ANACONDA LEADER; 2004 AUG 20



LUMBER INDUSTRIES HOUSING
"LUMBER PRICES AT ALL-TIME HIGH: GLOBAL DEMAND, WEAK DOLLAR FUEL MARKET
FOR FRAMING MATERIALS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 29

LUMBER INDUSTRIES

"SPLINTERED SAVINGS: A BOOMING LUMBER MARKET HASN'T NECESSARILY
TRANSLATED INTO BIG PROFITS FOR WESTERN MONTANA'S SMALLER MILLS: THE COST
OF FRAMING LUMBER HAS RISEN BY MORE THAN $150 PER 1,000 BOARD FEET IN THE
LAST YEAR"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 AUG 22

MEDICAID
"STATE OFFICIALS SEEK EXPANDED MEDICAID"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 26

OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION COALBED

METHANE

"CANADIAN METHANE PROJECT: INDUSTRY SPOKESMAN URGES CAUTION",
MISSOULIAN; 2004 AUG 6

POLLUTION FISHERIES
"STATE'S FISH FROM LAKES TEST HIGH FOR MERCURY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE;, 2004 AUG 6

PRIVATE PRISONS CORRECTIONS--MONTANA
"NEGOTIATIONS BEGIN FOR ANOTHER CCC EXPANSION"; SHELBY PROMOTER; 2004 AUG
26

"NEW 'PRISON TOWN'" SHELBY OFFICIALS SAY TOWN ACCEPTS GROWTH"; GREAT FALLS
TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 20

PUBLIC DEFENDERS

"REPORT CITES SHORTCOMINGS IN STATE'S PUBLIC-DEFENDER SYSTEM"; GREAT FALLS
TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 9

REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE
"SECRETARY OF STATE APPROVES INITIATIVES: THREE INITIATIVE PETITIONS GAINED
ENOUGH SIGNATURES TO BE CERTIFIED"; RANGER REVIEW; 2004 AUG 5

"VOTERS GET FINAL SAY ON MEDICAL MARIJUANA"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 2

RIVERS--RECREATIONAL USE

"A MATTER OF ACCESS: LACK OF LAUNCH SITES COMPLICATES YELLOWSTONE RIVER
RESCUES SOLUTION MAY BE IN SIGHT AT BUNDY ROAD BRIDGE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE;
2004 AUG 22

"OWNERSHIP OF RIGHT OF WAY IN DISPUTE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 22

"REACHING THE RIVER: SPORTSMEN WORK FOR EASIER ACCESS TO THE
YELLOWSTONE: VANDALISM, SAFETY CONCERNS LEAD TO CLOSURES OF SOME ACCESS
SITES"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 22

SCHOOL CLOSURES
"EAST PARENTS CRY 'FOUL' OVER TEST SCORES: 'ACADEMIC CULTURE' NOT A FAIR
GAUGE, THEY SAY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 AUG 29



SCHOOL CLOSURES OPEN GOVERNMENT--

MONTANA

"MCPS URGES EXPEDITED HEARING FOR LAWSUITS: DISTRICT FILES RESPONSE,
DEFENDS BOARD'S ACTIONS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 AUG 23

SUPREME COURT--MONTANA MINING--

MONTANA

"HIGH COURT REFUSES TO RULE ON CYANIDE MINE CASE: JUSTICES SAY COURT IS TOO
BUSY TO EFFECTIVELY HANDLE CASE"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 AUG 27

TAX POLICY--LOCAL TAXATION PROPERTY
TAX RELIEF
"EXTENSION OF RESORT TAX PUT ON BALLOT"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 AUG 4

TAXATION TAX REVENUES OIL AND GAS LAWS

"OIL TAX TRIGGERED BY PRICES DRAWS FIRE: SMALL PRODUCERS DECRY 24-FOLD
RATE HIKE; STATE, COUNTIES ENJOY CASH INFUSION"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004
AUG 6

TIMBER INDUSTRIES LAND USE
"BROWN WANTS BIGGER TIMBER HARVEST FROM STATE TRUST LANDS"; DAILY
INTERLAKE; 2004 AUG 26

TIMBER INDUSTRIES FOREST MANAGEMENT
"INJUNCTION LIFTED; KOOTENAI SALES PROCEED"; DAILY INTERLAKE;, 2004 AUG 25

TIMBER INDUSTRIES
"KOOTENAI LOGGING APPROVED: MOLLOY LIFTS INJUNCTION IN PLACE SINCE JULY
'03"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 AUG 24

WATER RIGHTS
"WATER RIGHTS TO DRAW LEGISLATIVE ATTENTION"; SANDERS COUNTY LEDGER; 2004
AUG 5

WATER RIGHTS--MONTANA
"DELAYED DECISIONS COST MONEY--AND HEARTBURN"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 AUG 1

WILDERNESS AREAS
"WILDERNESS: LEGAL WRANGLING OVER STUDY AREAS RETURNED TO FEDERAL
DISTRICT COURT"; TOBACCO VALLEY NEWS; 2004 AUG 5

WILDERNESS AREAS--MONTANA

"WILDERNESS ON HOLD: THE WILDERNESS ACT IS TURNING 40 AND MONTANA HASN'T
PUT IT TO USE IN THE PAST TWO DECADES. IS IT STILL RELEVANT TODAY? MISSOULA
INDEPENDENT; 2004 AUG 5

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT TIMBER INDUSTRIES

"HUNGRY HORSE RESERVOIR: PLAN CALLS FOR HARVEST OF BURNED TIMBER:
CONSERVATIONISTS CONCERNED ABOUT GRIZZLY BEAR HABITAT"; MISSOULIAN; 2004
AUG 24



WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

"STATE VOTES TO LIMIT WOLVERINE TRAPPING: DECISION MARKS FIRST TIME

MONTANA HAS SET QUOTAS ON THE FUR-BEARERS"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004
AUG 6



